
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
OPERATING RELIABILITY WORKING GROUP 

Teleconference/WebEx 
Thursday April 19, 2012 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (CDT) 
 

Agenda Item 1 - Administrative Items/Approve Previous Minutes/Review Agenda 
(Jim Useldinger/Jason Smith) 
 
Jason Smith took attendance.  Chairman Jim Useldinger started the meeting at 2:05pm.  
Kyle requested to add a discussion to the agenda regarding TOP-001 SOLs vs. Facility 
Ratings.  This was added to the agenda displayed on the WebEx.  Previous meeting 
minutes for February and March 2012 had been posted.  Jim asked the group and since no 
one had any objections they were recorded as approved. 
 
Agenda Item 2 - Market PRR’s (Jason Smith) 
Prior discussion regarding MPRR 65 revealed that ORWG had some concerns with the 
language that the protocols eventually settled on left the testing requirements somewhat 
loose regarding certifying for operating reserve deployment.  ORWG felt the language 
needed more regarding testing of operating reserve products simultaneously for the 
MPRR.  ORWG eventually approved the other language changes, since this was a 
separate issue.  Jason had taken an action item to begin drafting an MPRR to address the 
concern.   
 
The concern is if clearing for spin and regulation on the same unit at the same time, both 
products could be delivered at the same time.  The request is the need to test that you can 
clear for both simultaneously.  A comment was made from the phone that the proposed 
language in section 6.1.11 seemed to be in conflict with some later protocol language.  
Jason had to go grab the latest posted protocols to see the entire section.  The language in 
the 9.0 protocols may not capture all changes in the MPRR 65.  That would need to be 
verified.  The group did review the language and it does appear more changes in other 
locations in the document would need to be addressed.  Jason asked if the group wanted 
to try to wordsmith this on the call or form a separate group to go off and do that offline.  
Ron Gunderson volunteered to help Jason review the other protocol language with the 
SPP Market Design group so all the connections in the document are covered. 
 
Jason and Ron Gunderson will review the proposal for the MPRR, based on comments in 
the meeting and bring this back after another attempt. 
 
 
Agenda Item 3 – MOPC Action Item – EPA MATS/CSAPR Outage Coordination (All) 
Jason provided a draft document to the ORWG exploder just prior to the meeting.  It was 
an attempt by staff to word a response to an action item that staff and ORWG received 
last week.  Jason reviewed the memorandum response to the MOPC action item. The 
action item concerns performing an analysis of the expected outages by generators that 
are forecast to be needed to comply with the EPA CSAPR and MATS rules.   



 
Jim said this is a longer term assessment and should probably go to the TWG.  This came 
to the ORWG because it is considered outage coordination, even though it’s in a planning 
timeframe.  Though Jason pointed out that it will take resources from both the Operations 
and Planning departments of SPP and is sure that the results could be shared with TWG 
and should be if issues are found.   
 
Jason discussed that this process could become the foundation for a long-term outage 
coordination group at SPP going forward.   
 
Ron asked how we would get the request for information and the information returned by 
June 1. The actual date is July 1 per the document.  The extent of and duration needed for 
outages and upgrades may not be a feasible request for the outage related information in 
this short time frame.   
 
This is essentially a change from queue-order process to an aggregate study process for 
outages.  The memorandum language has been reviewed/modified by Bert Bressers, 
Katherine Prewitt, and Jason Smith to get to the point of what Jason displayed. 
 
Currently the BA’s and TOP’s aren’t looking out that far into the future.  Though there’s 
nothing stopping them from requesting those outages today. 
 
Jim asked if any other working groups are helping with this?  Jason hasn’t reviewed the 
action item closely enough at this point to get help from the other groups.  Jason is 
looking for the buy-in from the group as an appropriate direction to take.  If so Jason will 
continue along these lines and send it to Carl Monroe to provide to the MOPC.   
 
Dennis (AEP) mentioned that they probably don’t budget out for that far.    Jason said the 
intent is not to study what you’ve only budgeted for, it’s to study what you think you 
MIGHT budget for.  SPP is stating it will do formalized studies for that far out in the 
future.  The intent is to see what the CASPR and MATS impact will be. 
 
Kyle asked if anyone schedules transmission outages more than a year out.  The general 
discussion was that 6 months out was pretty good.  For Generators, they do a projected 
year in advance schedule.  Jason asked about some project due dates, like those dictated 
by the tariff/TWG/NTC’s.  Kyle said they do have a projected date for some projects.  
Jason stated that those high level plans are what he’s really looking for. 
 
Jason to put the Memorandum on the website. 
 
David Pham was concerned about multiple outage capability in CROW.  Specifically the 
concern was that outages may not be allowed to be entered if another outage is currently 
submitted.  Jason mentioned that the outage can be entered for the same resource for 
multiple dates as long as they don’t overlap. 
 
Jason will pass the plan to MOPC.  



 
Agenda Item 4 - SPP RC Reliability Plan – “Brazos Update” (Terry Oxandale/Jason 
Smith) 
Terry discussed the changes to the Reliability Plan that Jason displayed on the WebEx.  
The group had already seen this document once before, but it was found there were a few 
other language changes and corrections that needed to be taken care of.  Nothing 
materially changes what SPP is doing, but the language is more to reflect what is really 
going on.   
 
Terry will send the updated version to group.  There were a couple minor changes found 
during the meeting.  One was to change some of the statements about notifications being 
sent to a general group such as management rather than stating individual people’s titles.  
This would be to avoid having to change the document each time someone’s title 
changes. 
 
This does need a vote.  Ron Gunderson made a motion to approve the Reliability Plan as 
modified.  Paul Lampe seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Terry 
will provide this next to MRO, SERC, and then NERC ORS for approval. 
 
 
Agenda Item 5 - EEA/OEC/Market Energy Imbalance Service (Terry Oxandale 
/Greg McAuley) 
This is a continuing discussion in the ORWG regarding appropriate interpretation of the 
use of EI Service and whether that can be counted on to serve firm load or if there are 
impacts to calling an EEA/OEC.  Terry doesn’t think there is much difference in the 
escalation from a level 2 – 3 EEA.  The individual BA needs will become aggregate, 
which will result in the new EEA discussions, depleting the entire market footprint before 
doing the EEA 3. 
 
A caller asked if the idea is that this goes in place now or in the new Marketplace?  Terry 
said we should gravitate that direction now.  This would be okay for individual or couple 
BA’s, but for overall system type problems, the EI Market may not be able to handle it.  
Terry has another set of options documented based on other situations that include this. 
 
Greg added that the discussed information is a stop-gap to get us to the Integrated 
Marketplace, where there will not be an EI Market.   
 
There was a concern for compliance issues for the individual BA’s now.  He is unable to 
detail the concerns, but would like to take this back to their internal compliance 
department. 
 
Terry and Greg reviewed the documents included in the meeting materials. 
 
Doug suggested that this be considered an option/guideline, not something that is in place 
for all the BA’s all the time.  It could be used in conjunction with the Capacity 
Emergency Plan as a flowchart/decision point.  That was precisely the idea, that this was 



something to use for training and for helping BA’s and RC’s when they are working 
together to decide what the appropriate situation needs to be.   
 
Terry to get with Ron Losh to review the EEA proposal and documents. 
 
Agenda Item 6 - “NERC GADS Equivalent Forced Outage Rate” (All) 
Jason reviewed the outage information for the regions.  Jason said he does not have 
enough detail in the information to draw any conclusions.  SPP RE had asked for the 
ORWG to provide any context, if possible, since it appears that SPP has the highest 
equivalent Forced Outage Rate of the other regions for a season or two.  ORWG could 
not draw any conclusions on the submitted data either. 
 
Agenda Item 7 - “New” Data Requirements for Variable Energy Resources 
(Appendix 7)(Gerardo Ugalde) 
Gerardo discussed that morning’s CWG review.  There were several questions regarding 
where the information should be, Criteria Vs Protocols, etc.  Some of the questions 
received didn’t make sense such as why couldn’t members submit their outages over 
ICCP?    It seems there’s lots of education needed on the reason why some of this data is 
needed. 
 
A joint meeting is needed and a deep dive by the CWG into the requirements and make a 
determination if the deadline is achievable.  Gerardo will be scheduling a joint meeting.   
 
Agenda Item 8 – MOPC Criteria Review (All) 
If anyone has any Criteria changes or comments on the comments that Jason made in the 
document, Jason would like to get the updates as soon as possible. Jim suggested we need 
to get this off our plates.  The plan is to have this completed by the end of the 5/22 
meeting in Dallas. 
 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Other Items (All) 
TOP-001 SOL vs Facility Ratings – Jim thinks the RE needs to be included, maybe in the 
May meeting discussion.  Ron suggested that his RE (MRO) also be included.  He will 
try to get someone to attend the May 22 meeting. 
 
Allan George from Sunflower was told in his audit to change the definition of SOL, 
because in their interpretation, the operators didn’t know what the SOL was somewhere 
else on their system.  Allen Klassen asked which requirement was the sticking point.  
Allan will check with the other folks in his shop to see if they can recall.  John Allen said 
they have to report quarterly on SOL violations.  He was pointed to the NERC definition 
to figure out what all is included for an SOL.   
 
The group had consensus this was something the RE needed to weigh in on.  The next 
compliance workshop is Nov 13-14 in Little Rock.  That is too long, so we will see if we 
can get the RE to come to our next meeting to give us their point of view. 
 



Agenda Item 10 - Next Meeting (All) 
Information is included in the Agenda. The meeting will be 5/21 joint with MWG in 
Dallas and then 5/22 in Dallas, ORWG only. 
 
Jim mentioned the MPRR48 at the MOPC, they could not reach consensus and it did not 
get passed.  This was the “Not Participating” status MPRR. 

 
Agenda Item 11 - Summary of Action Items (Kathy Myhand) 
1. Jason and Ron Gunderson will review the proposal for the MPRR, based on 

comments in the meeting and bring this back after another attempt. 
2. Jason to put the Memorandum (Outage Coordination) on the website.  Jason will pass 

it to MOPC.  
3. Terry to get with Ron Losh to review the EEA proposal and documents. 
4. Invite Jim Williams or a member of the RE to the next meeting for the SOL 

discussion.  Ron Gunderson will attempt to get his RE (MRO) represented. 
 
Agenda Item 12 – Adjourn (Jim Useldinger) 
Meeting adjourned at 4:37 PM. 
 



Attended Name Status Company
X 1 Allan George M Sunflower Electric Power
X 2 Allen Klassen M Westar Energy
X 3 Danny McDaniel M CLECO

4 David Pritchard M American Electric Power
X 5 Gregory McAuley M Oklahoma Gas & Electric
X 6 Jim Useldinger M Kansas City Power & Light

7 John Stephens M City Utilities of Springfield Missouri
X 8 Kyle McMenamin M Xcel Energy (SPS)

9 Mike Wech M Southwest Power Administration
X 10 Paul Lampe M City of Independence
X 11 Ron Gunderson M Nebraska Public Power District

12 Steve Haun M Lincoln Electric System
X 13 Walter (Todd) Gosnell M Omaha Public Power District
X 14 Doug Callison M Grand River Dam Authority
X 15 Jason Smith, Secretary S Southwest Power Pool
X 16 Kathy Myhand S Southwest Power Pool
X 17 David Pham G Empire District Electric Cooperative

Operating Reliability Working Group

Meeting Attendance: 4/19/2012

M=Member, G=Guest, S=SPP Staff, P= Proxy
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